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$7.4M FOR TWYFORD THEATRE PROJECT 
 
The Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW John Barilaro, and Member for 
Bega Andrew Constance today announced the NSW Government has provided  
$7.4 million in funding for a new professional arts and theatre space at Twyford Hall 
in Merimbula. 
 
The Deputy Premier and Mr Constance made the announcement in front of a 
welcoming crowd whilst visiting Twyford Hall today. 
 
Mr Barilaro said the funding will go towards a brand new purpose-built raked theatre 
with seating capacity for 200 people, adjacent to the existing Twyford Hall. 
 
“As Minister for Regional NSW, I want people to look to our regions as see them as 
vibrant places to live and play – and an investment like this one goes a long way to 
achieving that,” Mr Barilaro said. 
 
“This massive investment in the Twyford Theatre project is a huge boost for arts and 
culture in the region – and one that will significantly enhance the richness of people’s 
lives. 
 
“Not only will local arts enthusiasts will have a brand new home, but the facility is 
also set to become a major regional attraction that will be capable of hosting major 
concerts and events, and in turn draw big numbers of visitors to the area. 
 
Mr Constance said the project has had overwhelming public support. 
 
“As the local member, it gives me great pleasure to make an announcement that will 
have a regional effect,” Mr Constance said. 
 
“We will see artist and visitors to Merimbula from far and wide to experience what the 
new Theatre Twyford will provide.” 
 
“The region has a thriving arts and cultural community, and this multi-million dollar 
project will only enhance that offering,” he said. 
 
President of Twyford Hall Inc. Mr Bill Deveril today said, this is truly brilliant news for 
Merimbula and South East New South Wales, we thank the NSW Government and 
particularly our local member Andrew Constance who has encouraged us and 
supported us in this project.   



“This region has a vibrant community arts scene which will now grow even stronger 
with this announcement, making the dream of a professional standard theatre in our 
region a reality.   
 
“The Theatre Twyford will lift the live theatre and music community here to new 
levels of involvement and enthusiasm, but further it will provide the stage for 
professional touring circuits which at present do not come here.   
 
“Twyford Hall has long been the heart of Merimbula and that heart will beat even 
stronger when the new theatre is built alongside the current Hall,” Mr Deveril  
 
One of the greatest supporters of this Project, Frankie J Holden OAM said this is a 
wonderful project for the entire Bega Valley Shire.  
 
“It will revolutionise and enrich our lives in so many ways: strengthening and 
deepening our local arts and performance scene, bringing world class Australian and 
international performers, helping the vital tourism industry and of course providing 
jobs.  
 
“It is a great tribute to the dreamers who envisioned the concept, and to the 
persistence and hard work of many locals who never gave up on the dream.  
 
“Not forgetting the advice, support and counsel of Andrew Constance and his team, 
who have helped shepherd the project to fruition,” Frankie J said.  
 
“It’s been a real team effort, just like any showbiz production.  
 
As I’ve heard in many a movie: “Let’s put on a show”!! 
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